
Suzi Subeck, Editor   

Tobey Belmont, President  

Stan Subeck, Vice President 

Sandy O’Brien, Treasurer 

Denise Hoffman, Secretary 

52 Facts of Bridge Life … by Eddie Kantar 

Volume 9, Issue 1 
Spring, 2009 

I/N News … especially for you! 

52 Tips for a 
Better Bridge 
Life 

1 

Ms. Information 7 

Tournament 
Schedules 
Throughout 
Publication 

 

Bridge Quotes 10 

Tournament 
Results 

11 

  

  

Inside This 

Issue: 

ACBL District 13 presents 

Surely a player of your bridge skills is familiar with most or all of the following tips you are about to 
read. But is your partner?  
 
Tips 1-20 are bidding tips.  
1. When partner bids two suits and you have an equal number of cards in each suit, take 
partner back to the first suit even if it means increasing the level. Just do it!  
You hold: ♠ Axxx ♥ K10x ♦ Jxx ♣ xxx  
Partner  You  
1♦  1♠  
2♥  ?  
Bid 3♦. Raising hearts (see next tip) or passing partner's reverse, a one-round force, puts you back in 
kindergarten.  
 
2. A direct raise of a second suit promises four card support (in blood).  
You hold: ♠ xx ♥ A10x ♦ A10x ♣ K10xxx  
Partner  You  
1♠  2♣  
2♥  ?  
Rebid 2NT showing 11-12 high-card points. Don’t even thinking of raising hearts with only three.  
 
3. With two five-card suits: open with the higher ranking suit, respond in the higher ranking 
suit, and overcall in the higher ranking suit. Do not worry about which is the stronger suit.  
You hold: ♠ x ♥ J10xxx ♦ AKQxx ♣ Kx  
Open 1♥, not 1♦. Respond 1♥ to an opening 1♣ bid and overcall 1♥ if the opening bid to your right 
is 1♣.  
 
4. When the bid to your right is strong, a jump by you is weak; when the bid to your right is 
weak, a jump by you is strong.  
If partner opens 1♣ and RHO doubles, a jump to 2♠ by you is weak. If RHO opens 2♥ (weak), a 
jump to 3♠ by you is strong.  
 
5. After you open 1♥ or 1♠ and partner responds 1NT denying support for your major, don’t 
rebid your major unless you have a six-card suit.  
 
6. When holding three four card suits and a singleton, open the bidding 1♦ unless your 
singleton is in diamonds! If it is, open 1♣. You should have at least 12 HCP to open the 
bidding with this distribution.  
You hold: ♠ AKxx ♥ KJxx ♦ J10xx ♣ x Open 1♦.  
 
7. A takeout double by a passed hand shows 9-11 HCP with shortness in the opener’s suit. If 
the opponents have bid two suits, the double promises at least four-card support for both 
unbids.  
You hold: ♠ AJxx ♥ xx ♦ KJ10xx ♣ xx  
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South (you)  West  North  East  
Pass   1♣  Pass  1♥  
Dbl.  
You show both unbid suits with your double. A 2♦ overcall might lose a spade fit.  
 
8. A good idea when playing Blackwood is to count the king of the agreed suit as an ace! This is called 'Key Card Blackwood' or 
'Five Ace Blackwood'. When using this convention do not contract for slam unless you have at least four of the five 'aces'.  
 
9. When responding to a takeout double, jump the bidding in your long suit with 9-11 'revalued' points. An unbid five-card suit 
is worth 1 extra point and an unbid six-card suit is worth three extra points. Do not count points for jacks and queens in suits 
they have bid.  
You hold: ♠ AQ10x ♥ Kxx ♦ xx ♣ 10xxx  
West  North  East  South (you)  
1♦  Dbl.  Pass  ?  
Jump to 2♠. Do not bid 1♠ which shows 0-8 points. Also, your jump is not forcing.  
 
10. When responding to a takeout double with 12+ HCP, cuebid the opponent's suit to show a strong hand and then bid your 
suit(s) later. After you cuebid, any new suit bid by you is forcing.  
You hold: ♠ KQxx ♥ AJxx ♦ Qxx ♣ xx  
West  North  East  South (you)  
1♣  Dbl.  Pass  ?  
Bid 2♣ to show a big hand (12+HCP). You and partner then bid four-card suits up the line until you connect in a 4-4 major-suit fit. If 
partner bids 2♦, bid 2♥; if partner  
bids 2♠, raise to 4♠. The one who knows, goes.  
 
11. A 2NT response to a takeout double shows 10-12 HCP and is not forcing. A 1NT response to a takeout double shows 6-9 
HCP similar to a 1NT response to an opening bid. Notrump responses to a takeout double guarantee at least one stopper 
(hopefully two), in the opponents' suit.  
You hold: ♠ KJ9x ♥ xx ♦ Q10x ♣ Jxxx (or AJxx)  
West  North  East  South (you)  
1♠  Dbl.  Pass  ?  
With the ♣ Jxxx, respond 1NT. With the ♣ AJxx, respond 2NT. You don't need stoppers in the other suits. Partner is supposed to have 
them for the double.  
 
12. If you play 'five-card majors', a short diamond should only be opened with 4-4 in the majors, three diamonds and two clubs.  
The incidence of a 1♦ opening bid with this exact distribution is less than 3%. Translation: When partner opens 1♦, assume partner has 
four or more diamonds.  
 
13. After partner opens the bidding and second hand overcalls 1NT to show the strength of an opening 1NT bid, double for 
penalty if you have 9 or more HCP. Bidding a suit denies the strength to double.  
You hold: ♠ 10x ♥ KJxx ♦ AJxxx ♣ J10  
North  East  South (you)  West  
1♠  1NT  ?  
Double. You have them outgunned. You should be able to defeat 1NT easily. If you bid 2♦, you are showing fewer than 9 HCP with at 
least five diamonds, usually six.  
 
14. It is dangerous to count extra points for short suits or long suits before the bidding starts.  
If partner bids your short suit, that reduces, not increases, the value of your hand. If one of your opponents bids your long suit, that 
decreases, not increases, the value of your hand. If you let the bidding develop, you will see whether your long or short suits are working 
for or against you.  
You hold: ♠ Axxx ♥ x ♦ Qxxxx ♣ xxx  
What is this hand worth? If partner opens 1♥, it is a 6-point hand. If partner opens 1♠, it is a 9-point hand (3 points for the singleton with 
four-card support). If LHO opens 1♦ and partner overcalls 1♥, the ♦Q has lost it's value not to mention the fifth diamond. You are now 
looking at a 4-point hand! Be patient with distributional evaluations until you hear the bidding.  
 
15. It is dangerous to use Blackwood holding a void. If you are missing two aces and partner shows one ace, you won't know 
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which it is. It is usually better to cuebid when interested in a slam. Also, when responding to Blackwood, do not count a void as 
an ace. With one ace (or three) and a void, jump to the six level of the void suit if it is lower ranking than the trump suit. If the 
void suit is higher ranking than the trump suit, jump to the six level of the trump suit. With two aces and a void, respond 5NT.  
 
16. When responding to an opening bid with two four-card majors, respond 1♥ and give partner a chance to rebid 1♠. If partner 
doesn't rebid 1♠, assume partner does not have four spades and bid accordingly.  
You hold: ♠ AJxx ♥ KQxx ♦ Jx ♣ xxx  
Partner  You  
1♦  1♥  
2♣  ?  
Rebid 2NT and limit your hand to 11-12 HCP. Do not rebid 2♠. Partner does not have four spades.  
 
17. When the opponents bid and support each other and you have the jack or queen of their suit, do not count points for those 
honors. They are not worth the cardboard they are printed on.  
Secondary honors may take tricks on defense, but seldom do when you are the declarer.  
 
18. When all your honor cards are in your two long suits, add 1 extra 'purity' point.  
You hold: ♠ AKJxx ♥ KQxx ♦ xx ♣ xx  
All your high-card points are in your two long suits, so add 1 extra point to your hand. Think of having 14 points. If partner supports 
spades or hearts, your hand increases in value. If partner does not have support for either suit, your hand stays at 14 points. Hands that 
have eight-card fits or longer add extra distributional points. Until the fit is uncovered, distributional points should not be added. It doesn't 
make sense. Hands that are misfitted should not add extra points, they should subtract points!  
 
19. When RHO uses Stayman and you, fourth hand, have five clubs or six clubs headed by three of the top five honors, double 
to alert your partner you want a club lead against any eventual contract. A double of an artificial bid is a lead directing double.  
You hold: ♠ xxx ♥ xx ♦ xxx ♣ AKJxx  
West  North  East  South  
1NT  Pass  2♣  ?  
Double. You want a club lead against any eventual contract the opponents may land in. Do not double with club length (Kxxxxx) unless 
you have the necessary honor strength.  
 
20. Also use the lead-directing double when the opponents go through Blackwood. If the response to 4NT is a suit you want 
led, double! Important!  
You hold: ♠ xx ♥ xxx ♦ KQ10x ♣ xxxx  
West  North  East  South (you)  
1♠  Pass  2♥  Pass  
3♠  Pass  4♠  Pass  
4NT  Pass  5♦  ?  
Double 5♦ to alert partner you want a diamond lead against an eventual spade contract. At the four level or higher a double of an artificial 
bid can be made with a strong three or four card suit (KQx(x), KJx(x)). If you don't double 5♦, partner will make a negative inference that 
you didn't want a diamond lead.  
 
Tips 21-40 are defensive tips:  
 
21. When leading a suit partner has bid and you have supported, lead your highest card with three or four small cards.  
The high card lead denies an honor, partner knows of your length. If you haven't supported, lead low from three or four small cards to 
deny a doubleton. The lead of a high spot card in partner's unsupported suit shows shortness. With three or four cards headed by an honor 
(10, J, Q or K) lead low whether or not you have supported. If you plan to lead partner's suit holding the ace, lead it.  
 
22. If you lead ace from AKx(x) against suit contracts you should know: (1) The lead of the ace is a trick one convention. (2) 
After trick one, the king is led. (3) If the suit has been supported, the king is led. Leading the ace in a supported suit or in any 
suit partner has bid, supported or not, denies the king. (4) If the opponents wind up at the five or six level, the king is led. The 
lead of an ace at the five or six level, in theory, denies the king. (5) From AK doubleton, everything is reversed.  
 
23. To lead top of a sequence at notrump, the suit should have three adjacent honors (KQJx(x)). However, the third card in the 
sequence can be missing by one place-KQ10x(x) is considered a sequence, KQ9xx is not and fourth highest should be led.  

Tips, continued from page 2) 
 

(Continued on page 4) 

Page 3 Volume 8, Issue 4 



If the third card is missing by more than one place, lead fourth highest. From QJ942, lead the queen, but from QJ842, lead the four.  
 
24. To lead an honor at a suit contract, only two adjacent honors are necessary and the top honor is led.  
Lead the ace from AKx(x), the King from KQx(x), the Queen from QJx(x), the Jack from J10x(x), and the ten from 109x(x). At notrump, 
lead fourth highest from these combinations holding four or more cards in the suit. If you happen to have three cards headed by two 
adjacent honors (QJx), and think that is the suit to lead, lead the top honor and hope partner can work it out.  
 
25. In general the lead of a low card shows strength and the lead of a relatively high spot card shows weakness. (See tip #29)  
 
26. When partner leads low from length and dummy has small cards, third hand plays high. However, if third hand has two or 
three equal high cards, third hand plays the lower or lowest equal. (From K10x, play the king, from KQx, play the queen, from 
KQJ(x), play the jack.)  
 
27. When returning the suit partner has led, with two cards remaining return the higher; with three cards remaining, return the 
lowest.  
Say partner leads low and dummy has low cards. If you have A-10-5, play the ace and return the 10. If you have A-10-6-5, play the ace 
and return the 5.  
 
28. When partner leads low from length and dummy comes down with an honor and you have a higher and a lower honor, 
insert the lower honor if dummy plays low.  
 
Say dummy has the Q-5-4 or the J-5-4 and you have K-10-6(x). If dummy plays low, play the 10. Say dummy has the K-7-6 or the Q-7-6 
and you have A-J-3(2). If dummy plays low, play the jack.  
 
29. If partner leads a low card in one suit, gets in and shifts to a low card (showing strength) in another suit, partner wants a 
return in the second suit. If partner shifts to a high card in the second suit (top of nothing perhaps), he is asking for a return in 
the first suit. Got it?  
 
30. One doesn't lead the same against 3NT as against 6NT. Against 6NT avoid leading from an honor unless you have a 
sequence.  
With: ♠ K10763 ♥ J108 ♦ 85 ♣ Q92 Lead the ♠6 against 3NT, but the ♥J against 6NT. (If they have about 33 HCP, guess how many 
partner has!).  
 
31. At notrump it is important to keep communications with partner's hand. If partner's lead looks like top of a doubleton, it's 
usually a good idea not to take the first trick. Let partner keep that second card so when he gets in he can return your suit.  
This tip comes in very handy when you have A-K-x-x-x-(x) with no outside entry. If you duck the first trick, partner will be able to return 
the suit when he gets in.  
 
32. When declarer ignores a strong suit in dummy lacking one honor, assume declarer has the honor. If he doesn't, that would 
be the first suit he would be leading - the rule of 'Unattended Strong Suits'.  
If you see something like the K-Q-J-10-(x) or A-Q-J-10-(x) in dummy and declarer plays other suits, assume declarer has the missing 
honor.  
 
33. When there is a short side suit in dummy and declarer draws all of dummy's trumps, the inference is that declarer doesn't 
have any losers in that suit to ruff. Translation: It is safe to discard that suit.  
 
34. When discarding, keep length parity with the dummy.  
If dummy has four cards in a suit (A-K-Q-8), and you have four cards (9-4-3-2) one of which (the 9) could conceivably take a trick, be 
careful about discarding from that suit. Be very careful! Don't!  
 
35. It is important to count declarer's tricks as the play progresses. If you find yourself on lead and can see that declarer has 
enough tricks in three suits to make the contract, shift to the fourth suit. Some chance is better than no chance.  
 
36. When dummy tables, add declarer's likely point count to dummy's known point count.  
The bidding has gone 1NT-3NT. Partner leads and dummy has 10 HCP. Say the opponents are playing a 15-17 notrump range. Assume 
declarer has the middle count, 16, and proceed from there. The opponents have 26 HCP, give or take 1 point, leaving you and partner 
with 14. You know how many you have, so it is easy enough to figure out how many partner has. Do it!  
 

(Continued from page 3) 
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37. When defending a suit contract, there are two main techniques declarer uses to garner extra tricks: (1) setting up a long suit 
in dummy, (2) ruffing losers in the short hand (usually the dummy.) If dummy comes down with a long and a short suit and you 
have the long suit bottled up, lead trumps because the long suit is not usable. If it appears that the long suit is usable, play an 
attacking defense going for outside tricks quickly. If the dummy comes down balanced, declarer has no place to get rid of 
losers and will eventually lose them, therefore you and partner should adopt a passive defense. Avoid breaking new suits if 
possible. Let them have what they have coming. Sit back and wait for your tricks. Your day will come.  
 
38. The best time to lead a short suit is with trump control. A-x-(x) or K-x-x are great trump holdings to lead from shortness. 
However, if ruffing will cost you a trump trick, leads from shortness with trump holdings such as J-10-x-x, Q-J-9-x or K-Q-9-x 
are counter productive.  
 
39. When signaling encouragement with equal spot cards, signal with the higher or highest equal.  
With A-9-8-7, signal encouragement with the 9 (which denies the 10). If you lazily signal with the 8, you are denying the 9! Some partners 
actually watch stuff like that.  
 
40. When giving partner a ruff, the card you lead is suit preference telling partner which suit to return after the ruff.  
The return of a relatively high spot card asks for a return in the higher ranking of the two remaining suits. A return of your lowest card asks 
for a return in the lower ranking of the two remaining suits. The return of a middle card is designed to drive partner crazy. It actually 
means you have no preference.  
 
Tips 41-52 are playing tips.  
 
41. Before playing to the first trick, review the bidding and make sure you remember the opening lead.  
Sometimes the opening lead is a small spot card and it is important to know exactly how small. If the opening leader later plays another 
small card in that suit, you really want to know whether it is a higher or lower card than the original lead. You really do!  
 
42. If one (or both) of your opponents is a passed hand, assume that player has fewer than 12 HCP. If that player turns up with 
10 HCP early on, play the partner for any missing queen, king, or ace.  
 
43. There is nothing more important than counting your sure tricks before you begin to play.  
At notrump count your sure tricks outside of the suit you plan to establish. This tells you how many tricks you need in your main suit and 
then play accordingly.  
 
44. As declarer, when you can to take a trick with one of two equal honors, take the trick with the higher equal. It is far more 
deceptive.  
Say you are playing notrump with the ♠ KQx. If a low card is led and RHO plays the jack, assuming you wish to take the trick, take it with 
the king. Do the same with the A-Q-J. If a low card is led and the 10 comes up on your right, take it with the queen, not the jack! If you 
take tricks with lower equals, you might as well be playing with your cards face up on the table!  
 
Major exception: With A-K-x-(x) at notrump take the first trick with the king. If you win with the ace, it is too suspect. If your only stopper 
is the ace, why aren't you holding up?  
 
45. As declarer, when possible, withhold any spot card lower than the one that has been led or lower than the one played to your 
right.  
If the opponents are playing standard signals, this tip is sure to screw them up. Say the 3 is led against notrump and dummy has the A-K-5 
and you have the Q-6-2. You play the king from dummy and third hand plays the 4. If you play the 6, concealing the deuce, consider the 
confusion you have caused: fourth hand won't know if partner has led from a four- or five-card suit (can't see the deuce) and the opening 
leader won't know if partner is signaling with something like Q-4-2. (can't see the deuce). If you play the deuce at trick one, East knows 
that West has led from a four-card suit and West knows that partner's 4 is discouraging. For shame.  
 
46. When leading from the dummy to take a finesse with a number of equal honors in your hand, finesse with the higher or 
highest equal.  
Say you have the A-Q-J-10 in your hand and x-x in the dummy. When you lead low from dummy and second hand plays low, play the 
queen. You give away too much information if you play the 10. If the 10 loses to the king, second hand will know you still have the Q-J. If 
the queen loses to the king, second hand won't know you have the J-10. If the 10 wins, and second hand has the king, second hand knows 
you still have the Q-J. However, if the queen wins, second hand can't be sure you have the J-10.  
 

(Tips, Continued from page 4) 
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47. When you have all the tricks but one and you are playing in a trump contract, play off every single one of your trump cards 
before you play your other suits. Keep the suit you have the loser in until the bitter end. Make them suffer!  
Remember, the most you can lose is the last trick.  
 
48. At a suit contract holding A-x-x facing x-x-x and the suit is led, it is usually right to win the second round of the suit.  
If one of the opponents has a doubleton, you cut the communications between the two hands. It is also right to duck when dummy has x-x 
and you have A-x-x-(x). Ducking allows you to keep control of the suit. Do the same when dummy has A-x-x-(x) and you have x-x. Take 
the second trick with the ace. This assumes you have no place to put these losers.  
 
49. Play the cards you are known to hold from the lead and third hand's play.  
Say the queen is led and dummy has x-x-x-x. You, the declarer, have the K-J doubleton. When third hand plays the ace, the king and jack 
are equals; however, third hand knows you have the king from the lead of the queen, but doesn't know you have the jack. If you play the 
king under the ace, the jack remains a mystery card. The opening leader also knows you have the king from partner's play of the ace. Get 
rid of that king! Remember, you are not costing yourself a trick when you make these plays because you have an equal to the card you are 
unloading in either your hand or dummy. Say the jack is led, dummy has 9-x-x-x, and you have Q-10 doubleton. When third hand plays the 
king, drop the queen. Why? The queen is a card they both know you hold. Third hand knows it from the lead of the jack and the opening 
leader knows it from the play of the king. You might as well show them your hand if you don't play that queen!  
 
50. When fortunate enough to have a powerful trump suit and being forced to ruff, tend not to ruff with your lowest trump. That 
tiny trump might be your only way to get to dummy.  
 
51. When drawing trumps try to keep a flexible entry position after trumps are drawn.  
Ideally you want to be able to enter dummy in the trump suit and also be able to enter your hand with a trump. Say you have the K-Q-J-4-3
-2 and dummy has the A-10-5. If you play the ace and king, you have an entry to dummy with the 10 and you can get back to your hand by 
overtaking the 10. If you play the K-Q, you block the trump suit. You can get to dummy with the ace, but you can't get back to your hand 
with a trump.  
 
52. If you have a number of equal honors and you want second hand to cover the first honor, lead your highest equal honor. If 
you don't want second hand to cover, lead your second highest equal honor. It works!  
Say you have the Q-J-10-9-x of trump and dummy has the K-x-x. If there is a danger of a ruff, lead the jack. If second hand has the ace, he 
may duck thinking partner has the queen and the ruff may be lost. Say dummy has the A-Q-x-x without a side suit entry and you have J-10 
doubleton. If you need three tricks in the suit, lead the 10. Second hand, holding the king, is apt to play low thinking partner may have the 
jack. You can then lead to the queen for three tricks. If second hand covers, the suit is blocked and you can take only two tricks.  
 
Bonus Tips 53-58  
 
#53 When dummy is expected to have a long strong suit at a suit contract and there are two unbid suits, lead from the stronger. 
However, if one of the suits is headed by the ace, lead from the other. If the two unbid suits look like: K-J-x-x and K-x-x-x, lead 
from the K-J-x-x suit. If the two suits are A-J-x-x and Q-x-x-x, lead from the queen suit.  
 
#54 If you can see that there are no possible defensive tricks coming from the side suits, give declarer a ruff and a sluff. It often 
promotes a defensive trump trick.  
 
#55 When decarer bids two suits, particularly if the first suit is a major, a 'tentative count' is available. Using that tentative 
count along with partner's opening lead often allows you to get a complete count on declarer's hand at trick one!  
Example: Opener Responder  
1♥  1♠  
2♦  3♦  
3NT  Pass  
Declarer is presumed to have five hearts and four diamonds. If partner's lead (♣2, say) gives you a count in that suit, you will have a count 
on the hand at trick one!  
 
#56 Defenders take tricks with their lower or lowest equal. If you can take a trick with a jack or the queen, take it with the jack. 
Taking it with the queen denies the jack and can screw partner up.  
 
#57 After partner has described his hand and you know what the final contract should be, bid it! The one who knows, goes! Say 
partner opens 1NT (15-17) and you have 18 HCP points, balanced. There are least 33 points between the two hands so bid 6NT! 

(Tips, Continued from page 5) 
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If leaping so high scares you, go to a mirror and say 6NT out 
loud. Do it!  
 

#58 Best Bonus tip of all: DON'T BID THE SAME VALUES 

TWICE. DON'T PLAY WITH SOMEONE YOU DON'T 

LIKE. DON'T SCREAM AT YOUR PARTNER AND DON'T 

FORGET TO USE THESE TIPS UNLESS YOU WANT TO 

SPEND THE REST OF YOUR LIFE STRUGGLING TO GET 

TO FIRST BASE....AMEN 

 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 6) 

Overheard at the table: 

 

One bridge player to 

another, 

“If you think you’re so 

good, why are you playing 

with me???  

Dear Ms., 
 

At the Wisconsin Holiday Regional, there were rumors of a committee 

where the director’s results were upheld, but the appealing team lost 

an extra three IMPs as part of a procedural penalty.  
 

Did this happen and can you explain why it happened? 
 

Lost in District 13 

 

Dear Lost, 
 

Yes, this did happen. It was an unusual situation. In most situations, 

appellants appeal because they believe the directors did not 

understand the bridge situation and they hope to convince a 

committee that what they did was perfectly correct. 
 

In this situation, a lot of information exchanged hands that was 

incorrect … all from the appealing side. The hand itself made this 

obvious so it was not really a situation that required “bridge 

judgment” on the part of a committee. 
 

In a nutshell, a 1NT response by one appellant was alerted and 

explained as semi-forcing. The 1NT bidder held 19 HCP in his hand 

and his partner had opened the bidding. It was not possible that this 

was semi-forcing… it had to be forcing. 
 

The appellants were playing a complicated system. When a 

partnership chooses to play such a system, there are certain 

responsibilities that logically follow: It must be determined by the 

directors that such a system is legal in said event (in this case, a 

Stratified Swiss Teams); Both members of the partnership are required 

to know and understand their system so the opponents cannot be 

damaged by misinformation… especially when the misinformation is 

in response to a simple situation that occurs with frequency. 
 

Both points with respect to this committee were in violation.  When 

appealing, you should always have a reasonable chance to win. If not, 

the committee may very well assess an “Appeal without merit” that 

goes on your record. Or it may make your result worse than it was, as 

seen here. If there were no risk to an appellant, anyone would appeal 

any bad result that happened at his table. 

Ms. 

Ms. Information ... 

Stars of Tomorrow 299ers Silver Point Sectional 
Holiday Inn , 3405 Algonquin Road, Rolling Meadows  

847-259-5000 

May 2 - 3, 2009 

Saturday, May 2 
10:00 Compact Knockout, Sessions 1 & 2 
Stratified 299er Pairs (0-100, 100-200, 

200-300) 
Stratified 49er Pairs (0-5, 5-20, 20-50) 
3:00 Compact Knockout, Sessions 3 & 4 

Stratified 299er Pairs 
(0-100, 100-200, 200-300) 
49er Pairs (0-5, 5-20, 20-50) 

Sunday, May 3 
11:00 Stratified Swiss Teams 

(0-100, 100-200, 200-300) Playthrough 
Events or strata may be combined 

if one has insufficient attendance.  

Questions? 
Contact Jan Churchwell at 847-714-1942 or 

jan8242@gmail.com or the 
Chicago Contract Bridge Association office at 
630-235-4718 or www.bridgeinchicago.com 

BRUCE BROWN MEMORIAL SECTIONAL 
Tommy Thompson Youth Center/WI State Fair Park 

640 South 84th Street, West Allis, WI  
TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 

Friday, February 13th 
9:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 7:30 p.m. 199'er Stratified Pairs 

Saturday, February 14th 
9:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 7:30 p.m. 199'er Stratified Pairs 

Sunday, February 15th 
10:00 a.m. Future Masters Swiss Teams 

(2 - Session Play Through Events With a Meal Served) 
Strata for all 199'er events: 0-50/51-100/101-200 

Strata for Future Masters Swiss: 0-100/101-200/201-300 
ACBL Members with 0-5 master points play free. 

For More Information Contact 
Tournament Chairperson: Rick Murray (414) 543-6604 

Email: rmurray3@wi.rr.com 
Partnership Co-Chairpersons: John Stimson (262) 781-2475 

Email: Stayman@WI.rr.com 
John Pereles (414) 332-3464 Email: jrpereles@wi.rr.com 

(New Comers 0-300) 
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Come to Chicago’s 
Exciting New  

SummerFest Regional 
July 6-12, 2009 

DuPage Expo Center  
4050 E. Main Street 
St. Charles, IL 

Hilton Garden Inn 
$99/night 630-584-0700 

www.bridgeinchicago.com, 

630-235-4718 

 

I/N Schedule of Events 

♦ All masterpoints are red 

points. 

♦ Lunch & Learn Program 

♦ Guest Speakers 

♦ Details in Daily Bulletin. 

 

Monday 7:30 I/N Stratified 

Charity Pairs 

Tuesday through Saturday 

1:30 & 7:30 Single Sessions 

Sunday 11:00 am & 2:00,  

299er Stratified Swiss Teams 

 

SPECIAL ALERT!!! 

Monday afternoon: 

1:30 Charity Pro-Am Pairs 

Am pays full entry 

Random Draw for Pros  

Pre-Registration Required  

Call Carl Sharp 773-483-3734  

IBSharp2@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tournament Contacts: 

Chairman: Bob Young 

847-280-1118 

by8888@hotmail.com 

Partnership:  

Carl Sharp  

773-483-3734,  

IBSharp2@sbcglobal.net 

Newcomer:  

Angie Clark 

(847) 272-1060  

angieclark@comcast.net 

Wisconsin Upper Michigan Regional 
August 31-September 6, 2009 

 

Largest Facility of its Kind in the Midwest * FREE Parking *Golf Course * Full Service RV 
Park 

Smoke-FREE Playing Area * FREE Unlimited Coffee and Soft Drinks * FREE Hospitality 
Every Session 

Registration Gifts * Guest Speakers * Trophies & Prizes * Lunch Boxes for Sunday Swiss 
 

Rooms Sunday-Thursday $55 + tax, Friday & Saturday $75 + tax  
Includes $20 casino package per person, per day! 
1-800-682-6040, Ext. 2180 Jeanne Murray, by Aug. 17 

 

Chair:  Denise Hoffman   d-hoffman@chartermi.net  (906) 226-3108    Partnerships:  Theresa 
Fowler   tfowler@chartermi.net  (906) 225-1907 

Additional Info Wisconsin Upper Michigan Bridge Assoc. website:  
http://userpages.chorus.net/sfuhrman or at ACBL.org 

 

ATTENTION:  Intermediates/Newcomers, Pair Game Lovers, Team Game Lovers, here’s the 
schedule for you!  

 

HEY INTERMEDIATES/NEWCOMERS!! 
 

All I/N Games 
Red Masterpoints AND Trophies 
Fees Reduced for ALL Players 
0-5 ACBL Members play FREE 

Students (25 & under) with ID - 1/2 price 
 

Monday, August 31-Friday, September 4 
199’er Stratified Pairs 

 

Saturday, September 5 
99’er Stratified Pairs 

B/C/D Pairs 
 

Sunday, September 6 
299’er STRATIFIED SWISS  

9:30 am & 1:30 pm Single Sessions 
 

PLUS – Don’t Miss 
Special Registration gifts 
Great Guest Speakers daily 

FUN! FUN!! FUN!!! 



Page 9 I/N News … especially for you! 

WUMBA and District 13 Present 
Two Events – One Location! 

March 27-29, 2009 
The Wave Ballroom, 2350 N. Casaloma Dr., Appleton, WI 

 

299er Regional and Open Spring Sectional 
 

299er Schedule: 
 

Friday, March 27, 2009 
1:30 p.m.   Stratified 49er Pairs  

     Stratified 299er Pairs  
     Compact Knockout, Sessions 1 & 2 
7:00 p.m.   Stratified 49er Pairs  

     Stratified 299er Pairs  
     Compact Knockout, Sessions 3 & Final 

 
Saturday, March 28, 2009 

9:00 a.m.   FREE LESSON & BRIDGE+ GAME (0-20) 
     Stratified 299er Pairs  

1:30 p.m.   Stratified 49er Pairs  
     Stratified 299er Pairs  

     Compact Knockout, Sessions 1 & 2 
7:00 p.m.   Stratified 49er Pairs  

     Stratified 299er Pairs  
     Compact Knockout, Sessions 3 & 4 

 

Sunday, March 29, 2009 
9:00 a.m. & TBA Stratified 299er Swiss Teams 

                   Stratified 299er Pairs  
     Single Sessions - Lunch Provided 

 

Play with just other Newcomers & Intermediates! 
New Player Service volunteers on hand! 

Partners Guaranteed! 30 minutes before game time 
FREE entry for ACBL members with 0 to 5 mps! 
FREE Lesson & Bridge+ Game for <20 mps! 

FREE Bridge Tips! Friday and Saturday at 6:15 p.m. 
Prizes Every Session! 

Trophies for Best Two Sessions & Best Overall! 
All masterpoints are red! 

 

Stratification (unless noted) - 
49er games: C-0-5, B- 5-20, A- 20-49 

299er games: C- 0-100, B-100-200, A-200-299 
 

Lodging: Settle Inn & Suites-Appleton (1/2 mile), 1565 N Federated Dr., 
Appleton, WI (920) 560-3000 

$89.95 + tax including breakfast & shuttle service to The Wave Ballroom 
Best Western Midway Hotel, (2.66 miles) 3033 W. College Ave., Appleton, 
(920) 731-4141 or (800) 482-3879.  Group code 94G - $79.00 + tax including 

breakfast. 
 

Regional Chair: Denise Hoffman (906) 226-3108 d-hoffman@chartermi.net 
Sectional Chair: Mary Jane Fero (920) 725-6454 maryjanefero@aol.com 
Partnerships: Audrey Hansman (920) 257-4260 ajhans@sbcglobal.net. 

 

District 13 Spring Regional   

April 20-26, 2009  

Grand Geneva Resort and Spa 

Lake Geneva, WI 

on Route 50, 1/2 mile East of Route 12, 

Room rate: $106 single or double.  

Call 262-248-8811/800-558-3417 by April 1. 
 

Intermediate & 

Newcomer Events 

0-299er Masterpoints 
 

0-5 ACBL members play FREE all week 
 

Monday: 7:30 

Stratified 2 for 1 

299er & 49er Pairs 

Free entry for later in the week 
 

Wednesday - Thursday -Single Session 

Games 

at 10:00, 3:00, & 7:30 

Stratified 299er & 49er Pairs 
 

Tuesday, Friday & Saturday: 9:00, 1:30, 

7:30 

Stratified 299er & 49er Pairs 
 

Sunday: 10:00 & 2:00 

0-299 Swiss Teams: 

300/200/100/50 

2 separate sessions 
 

Tournament Chairman:  

Marilynn Charlson, 262-646-2246 

email: mcharlson@wi.rr.com 
 

Lynn Koskie, Newcomer Chairman 

LLK220@aol.com  

Don’t miss the 299er Regional  ⇒⇒⇒⇒    
It’s Your Chance to Shine... 
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It's not enough to win the tricks that belong to you. Try also for some that belong to the opponents.  Alfred Sheinwold 

 

The real test of a bridge player isn't in keeping out of trouble, but in escaping once he's in.  Alfred Sheinwold 

 

If you have the slightest touch of masochism you'll love this game. 

 

We believe that contract is particularly attractive to people with a scrappy disposition. Frank Perkins 

 

It's not the skill that drops off with age, it's the drive, the killer instinct ... and when a man isn't primed to kill he makes mistakes. 

 

Bridge is a great comfort in your old age. It also helps you get there faster. 

 

One gets use to abuse. It's waiting for it that is so trying. Rueful Rabbit 

 

Since the average person's small supply of politeness must last him all his life, he can't afford to waste it on bridge partners. Alfred 
Sheinwold 

 

Bridge is essentially a social game, but unfortunately it attracts a substantial number of antisocial people. Alan Truscott 

 

One advantage of bad bidding is that you get practice at playing atrocious contracts. Alfred Sheinwold 

 

Where's the hand you held during the auction? A comment Jan Janitschke has made when dummy hits. 

 

South: Alert! East: Yes? South: I'm requested to further misdescribe my hand. 

 

It is not the handling of difficult hands that makes the winning player. There aren't enough of them. It is the ability to avoid messing up 
the easy ones.  Alan Sontag 

 

Most bridge players prefer consistency in their partners rather than brilliance.  Matthew Granovetter 

 

The sum of all technical knowledge cannot make a master contract player.  Ely Culbertson 

 

A knowledge of the mechanics will suffice to put a player in a commanding position in the post-mortem. To become a member of the 
upper crust calls for more, much more. Resilience, imagination, occasional flashes of inspiration, these are the hallmarks of quality. And 
this transcends the realm of science.  Victor Mollo 

 

The difference between genius and stupidity is that genius has its limits. 
 

Card sense is when it's technically right to do something, the little man that sits on my shoulder or anyone else's shoulder says, "Don't do 
that." And you say to yourself, "Well, wait a minute, that's the right way to play." And he says, "Yeah, but you don't wanna play that way." 
That instinct is card sense. It's almost an ability to feel where the cards are. It's something that you can't buy, you can't find; you're born 
with. The ability to do the right thing at the wrong time or really to do the wrong thing at the right time.  Barry Crane 

 

I'm not sure whether glory or masterpoints is first on the list, but I know learning to play better is definitely last.  Eddie Kantar 

 

I'd like a review of the bidding with all the original inflections. 

 

The average defender operates in a fog of uncertainty.  H. W. Kelsey 

 

Regardless of what sadistic impulses we may harbor, winning bridge means helping partner avoid mistakes.  Frank Stewart 

 

A player who can't defend accurately should try to be declarer.  Alfred Sheinwold 

 

The real secret of the expert is to make logic seem like flair.  Hugh Kelsey 

 

Learn from the mistakes of others. You won't live long enough to make them all yourself. Alfred Sheinwold 

 

I favor light opening bids. When you're my age, you're never sure they're going to get back to you in time.  Oswald Jacoby at 77 

 

Years ago there were only two acceptable excuses for not leading the suit your partner had opened; having no cards in the suit, and 
sudden death. Alfred Sheinwold 

 

I think we're all a little masochistic. Otherwise, why would we continue to play bridge? 

 

We had a partnership misunderstanding. My partner assumed I knew what I was doing. 

 

My partner is 20 years behind the times. Nowadays you pay your money to bid. My partner still thinks you need cards. 

 

Your play was much better tonight, and so were your excuses. 

 

We play forcing hesitations. 

 

A fellow had made a bad bid and gone for 1400. "I'm sorry," he said to his partner, "I had a card misplaced." Asked his partner 
innocently, "Only one card?"  Charles Goren 

 

When I take a 50-50 chance I expect it to come off 8 or 9 times out of 10. Hideous Hog 

Bridge Quotes: 
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Tournament Results: 
Wisconsin Holiday Regional, Lake Geneva, WI 

 
Friday Eve 299er Pairs - 6.0 Tables  

MPs  A  B  C  Names   
2.26  1 1 1 Dean Wegenast - Gail Wegenast, Fargo ND   

1.70  2   Sally Haessig - John Haessig, Stevens Point WI   
1.27  3 2 2 Arlene Vuturo - Christine Weiler, Libertyville IL   

0.95  4 3    Robert Subkowsky - Elizabeth Subkowsky, Chicago IL   

 

Saturday Aft 299er Pairs - 6.5 Tables  

MPs  A  B  C  Names   
2.40  1 1 1 Arlene Vuturo - Christine Weiler, Libertyville IL   

1.80  2   Sally Haessig - John Haessig, Stevens Point WI   
1.43  3 2  Elizabeth Subkowsky - Robert Subkowsky, Chicago IL   

0.94  4/5 3/4  Diane Shachter - Howard Shachter, Deerfield IL   
1.18  4/5 3/4 2 Dean Wegenast - Gail Wegenast, Fargo ND   

0.88    3 Keith Anderson - Mary Anderson, Rochester MN   
 

Mon Mor 299er Pairs - 3.5 Tables  
MPs  A  B  C        Names   

2.12  1    David Murdoch - Agnes Murdoch, Wilmette IL   
1.73  2 1   Patricia Lennon, Arlington Hts IL; Leslee Johnson, Palatine IL   

1.14  3/4 2/3 James Karolewicz - Kathy Karolewicz, Mequon WI   
1.14  3/4 2/3 Adrian Richfield - Barbara Blackburn, Waukesha WI 

 
FallFest Sectional, Lombard, IL 

 
Friday Morn 299er Pairs - 8.5 Tables  

MPs  A  B  C Names   
1.92  1 1 1 Virginia Enman, Glenview IL; Sue Lies, Wilmette IL   

1.44  2 2   Patricia Olafson - Sybil Brown, Rockford IL   

1.08  3 3   Neil Whittle, Carol Stream IL; Karen Anderson, Batavia IL   
0.81  4 4   Marva Anderson, Burr Ridge IL; Jane Norman, Indianhead Park IL   

0.67  5    Karen Sarsfield, Hinsdale IL; Nona Rathsack, Park Ridge IL   
0.89    5 2 William Odell - Linda Odell, Sturgis MI   

0.67    3 Glorya Spero - Kandy Ginsburg, Highland Park IL  
 

Friday Aft 299er Pairs - 10.5 Tables  
MPs  A  B  C Names   

2.12 1   1 1 Diana Mastri - Gail Wells, Benton Harbor MI   
1.59 2     Ann Shewman, Lombard IL; Judith Ann Bittner, Hinsdale IL   

1.36 3   2 2 James Mueller - Barbara Mueller, Darien IL   
1.02 4   3   Mary Warren, Wheaton IL; Carolyn Satrum, Downers Grove IL   

0.67 5     Karen Sarsfield, Hinsdale IL; Nona Rathsack, Park Ridge IL   
0.76 6   4 3 Lou Curotto - Glenda Duncan, Lagrange IL   

0.57    5   Patricia Olafson - Sybil Brown, Rockford IL   
0.54   4   Linda Odell - William Odell, Sturgis MI  

 
Friday Eve 299er Pairs - 4.5 Tables  

MPs  A  B      Names   

1.51  1 1      Ann Gerding, Naperville IL; Jack Mayer, Oak Brook IL   
1.13  2 2      Judy D'Isa, La Grange Park IL; Betsy Hoyd, Brookfield IL   
0.85  3 3      Gregory Perticara, Westchester IL; James Degerstrom, Oak Brook IL   
0.64  4       John Flershem - Robert McDonnell, Palos Heights IL  

 
Saturday Aft 299er Pairs - 14.5 Tables  

MPs  A  B C   Names   
2.52 1       D Kelly Sullivan - Loretta Sullivan, Elmhurst IL   

2.00  2 1 1   Linda Upton - Priscilla Byrns, St Joseph MI   
1.42  3      J Koenig, Elmhurst IL; Stephen Blitz, Fitchburg WI   

1.50  4 2     Michele Pockross - James Pockross, Wilmette IL   
1.13  5 3     Michael Morrice, Crystal Lake IL; Robert Quintin, Saint Charles IL   

0.84  6 4     Karen Anderson - Thomas McDonald, Batavia IL   
1.09   5 2   Yusaku Hayashi, Northfield IL; Kimi Fresco, Riverside IL   

0.82   6 3   Linda Odell - William Odell, Sturgis MI   
0.61    4   Diana Mastri - Gail Wells, Benton Harbor MI   

0.46    5   Mitchell Laks, Westchester IL; Jose Thomas, Addison IL  
 

 
 

 

(Continued on page 12) 



 
 

 
 

  

  
  

 

(Continued from page 11) 

 
Saturday Eve 299ers - 4.0 Tables  

MPs  A  B C   Names   

1.41 1  1     Karen Anderson, Batavia IL; Neil Whittle, Carol Stream IL   
1.11 2  2 1   Barbara Mulvanny, Evanston IL; Deborah Cole, Chicago IL   

0.79 3       Lynn Patterson, Lk in the Hls IL; Diane Treslo, Rolling Meadows IL   
0.75   3     Yvette Lewis, Chicago IL; Harold Burns, Wilmette IL   

0.83    2   Mary Stockmal, Hinsdale IL; Rebecca Anderson, Clarendon Hills IL  
 

Sunday 299er Swiss II - 4 Tables  
MPs  A  B    Names    

1.41  1 1    Michael Hagerty, Arlington Hts IL; Thomas Brandt - Gilbert Powell - Pauline Stensland, Park Ridge 
IL    

 
Sunday 299er Swiss I - 4 Tables  

MPs  A  B    Names    
1.41  1 1    Michael Hagerty, Arlington Hts IL; Thomas Brandt - Gilbert Powell - Pauline Stensland, Park Ridge 

IL 
 

    
 

  

The District 13 I/N Newsletter, Spring, 2009  

Suzi Subeck, Editor 

Email: stansubeck@prodigy.net 

106 Penn Court, Glenview, IL 60026 

Voice: 847-509-0311; Fax: 312-220-9114 

 

 

Upcoming Tournaments 

(Bruce Brown Memorial Sectional, 2/13-15, West Allis, WI 

WUMBA 299er Regional, 3/27-29, Appleton, WI 

District 13 Spring Regional, 4/20-26, Lake Geneva, WI 

Stars of Tomorrow Sectional, 5/2-3, Rolling Meadows, IL 

SummerFest Regional, 7/6-12, St. Charles, IL 

WI/Upper MI Regional, 8/31-9/6, Harris, MI 
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Remember that you can access the most recent Hand-Outs from the District 13 Regionals at: 

http://acbl-district13.org/RegionalHandouts.htm 

They are left online until the next year or two when the same tournament is again held. 

Congratulations Everyone … A job well done!! 

See you in the Summer edition of the I/N News… especially for YOU!! 


