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IMPORTANT LESSON… RESTRICTED CHOICE By Andrew Robson 

Robson, For Intermediates, continued on page 2 

Principle of Restricted Choice 
If one opponent plays a critical card in a suit, his partner is twice as likely to have the adjacent card in 
the same suit. This is because of the Principle of Restricted Choice (“PRC”) - a mathematical theory that 
was found to have relevance at the bridge table by Terence Reese. He first expounded the theory in his 
epic book “The Expert Game”, written in 1958 - an inspirational read for any ambitious player.  

South Deals 
N-S Vul 

♠ A 10 5 3 2 

♥ A Q 3 

♦ A Q 3 

♣ K Q 

♠ Q 9 8 

♥ 10 9 8 6 

♦ 8 4 2 

♣ 9 7 5 

N 

W   E 

S 
 

♠ J 

♥ 5 4 2 

♦ 10 9 6 5 

♣ 10 8 4 3 2 

  

♠ K 7 6 4 

♥ K J 7 

♦ K J 7 

♣ A J 6 

West North East South 

      1 ♠ 

Pass 4 N Pass 5 ♦ 

Pass 5 N Pass 6 ♠ 

Pass 7 ♠ Pass Pass 

Pass    

7 ♠ by South 

North used the Blackwood convention (4NT) to ask for aces, and when his partner’s 5♦ response (one 

ace) revealed that all aces were present, he bid 5NT to ask for kings. South’s 6♠ response indicated 
possession of the three missing kings so North bid the Grand Slam. 

West’s ♥10 lead ran to declarer’s ♥J and declarer cashed ♠K. East’s ♠J fell and declarer used PRC to 

deduce that West was now twice as likely to hold the adjacent card - ♠Q. Thus when he followed by 

leading ♠4 and West played ♠9, he crossed his fingers and inserted ♠10. East discarded a ♣ so he 

breathed a sigh of relief, cashed ♠A felling West’s ♠Q, and claimed his Grand Slam. 
ANDREW’S TIP: When one opponent plays a critical card in a suit, play his partner to have the 
adjacent card in the same suit. 
 

In 1995, Andrew Robson founded the 
highly successful Andrew Robson 
Bridge Club in South West London. 
He has written the courses which  
tens of thousands have taken at the 
Club over the years. He still teaches 
several weekends a year. Andrew has 
written the daily Bridge column for 
The Times for over 20 years. He has 
written weekly for Country Life for 30 
years and weekly for Money Week 
for nearly 20 years. He also writes 
monthly for The Oldie. Andrew 
produces acclaimed daily instruction 
“BridgeCast” videos for all levels of 
players (go to 
andrewrobsonbridgecast.com) and 
has seen a meteoric rise in many of 
his subscribers. 

https://www.andrewrobsonbridgecast.com/


If you know your partnership have eight cards in a major suit [majors over minors because game is 

easier – 4 ♥ , 4 ♠ v 5 ♣, 5 ♦ ], then that suit should be trumps. Further, as soon as you know you have an 
eight-card major fit, you must tell partner the good news. 

Hearing partner open 1 ♠ and holding a hand such as: ♠ K982 ♥ AKQ96 ♦ 82 ♣ 32 

I see many players respond 2 ♥ . They say they want to tell partner about their hearts. I say, ‘Why?’ At 
its most basic level, there are two goals to partnership bidding. Phase (1): Finding the trump suit. Then 

Phase (2): Deciding how high to bid in that trump suit. (1) comes before (2). If you respond 2 ♥ to 1 ♠, 
partner thinks you’re still in Phase (1) [trying to find a fit] whereas you know you’re in Phase (2). 
You should simply decide on the number of spades to bid in support of partner and make that bid. 

Absent any fancy conventions such as the Jacoby 2 NT, the correct number of spades to bid is 4 ♠: after 
all – you’d expect to make game, facing most opening hands. Partner will probably pass, but you’ve said 

you think the partnership can make 4 ♠ facing a minimum, so if partner has a really good, shapely 
opener, he can try for slam... 

South Deals 
None Vul 

♠ Q 4 3 2 

♥ A K J 6 2 

♦ 9 6 

♣ 5 2 
 

♠ 6 

♥ 9 5 4 

♦ Q J 10 7 

♣ K 9 8 7 3 
 

  

 

N 

W   E 

S 
 

  

♠ A 10 

♥ Q 10 8 7 

♦ 8 5 3 2 

♣ J 10 6 
  

  

♠ K J 9 8 7 5 

♥ 3 

♦ A K 4 

♣ A Q 4 
 

West North East South 

      1 ♠ 

Pass 4 ♠1 Pass 4 NT2 

Pass 5 ♦3 Pass 6 ♠ 

Pass Pass Pass   

1. Not 2 ♥ . As to whether to bid 3 ♠ or 4 ♠, I like 4 ♠, with two doubletons and all the honors in the 
two long suits. 

2. A good hand has become a great one after hearing partner has four-card spade support [I doubt 

they’d get to slam after 1 ♠-2 ♥ - 3 ♠...]. 4 NT is the Blackwood convention, asking partner how 
many aces they hold (to check there are not two aces missing). 

3. One Ace 

Declarer won ♦ Q lead with ♦ K and, keen to avoid the club finesse, started on hearts. He crossed 

to ♥ AK, throwing ♣ 4 and ruffed ♥ 2 (with ♠ 7). Both followed – no ♥ Q appearing – and he now 

led ♠ K. 

East won ♠ A (ducking works no better) and switched to ♣ J. Knowing (by playing hearts early) that he 

could set up a long heart, declarer rose with ♣ A, spurning the finesse. He crossed to ♠ Q (drawing the 

last trump), ruffed ♥ 6, cashed ♦ A, ruffed ♦ 4 and triumphantly led the established ♥ J, throwing ♣ Q. 
Twelve tricks and slam made 
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Andrew  Robson is a highly 
accomplished bridge 

professional, writer and 
teacher. From his home in the 
United Kingdom, Robson is the 
bridge columnist for The Times 

and Country Life. Andy was 
born on January 5, 1964 in 
Chester, United Kingdom 

Robson for Advanced Players, 

continued on page 3 

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=Chester&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3ME1KzjEzVOIEsQ1NjIyTtMSyk630C1LzC3JSgVRRcX6eVVJ-Ud4iVnbnjNTiktSiHayMu9iZOBgAUl0cOUMAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjvtfy86o_7AhVqmWoFHTSmAP4QmxMoAHoECEwQAg


P
a
g
e
 3

 
I/

N
 N

e
w

s 
…

 e
sp

e
c
ia

ll
y
 f

o
r 

y
o

u
! 

3 

How would you declare 3 NT on the ten of diamonds lead? The deal is from the Bridge Olympics in Lille. 
You have 8 top tricks and need a 9th from spades yet are completely open in hearts. One thing you 
should not do is feebly cash out your 8 minor suit winners. How could the opponents let you win a spade 
trick without cashing their hearts then? It seems right to try to sneak a spade trick early. So win the ten 
of diamonds with dummy’s ace – you never know, this might fool the defence into thinking you are 
worried about diamonds – and lead a spade from dummy. 

Board Teams 
South Deals 
None Vul 

♠ 10 3 2 

♥ 10 9 2 

♦ A J 6 2 

♣ A J 10 
 

♠ A 7 

♥ A 4 3 

♦ 10 9 8 4 

♣ 9 8 7 2 
 

N 

W   E 

S 
 

♠ Q 9 8 6 4 

♥ K Q 7 6 5 

♦ 5 

♣ 5 3 
 

  

♠ K J 5 

♥ J 8 

♦ K Q 7 3 

♣ K Q 6 4 
 

West North East South 

      1 N1 

Pass 3 N Pass Pass 

Pass    

1. 15-17 

  
Does it matter which spade you lead? I think you should lead the ten. You are intending to play the king 
from hand – to sneak the trick past the ace in East’s hand. The advantage of leading the ten is that East 

might cover when holding the queen and now, after ♠ 10, ♠ Q, ♠ K, ♠ A, you will survive unless West 
finds the heart switch. 
I regret to tell you that the English Open pair sitting E-W did let 3 NT make after precisely that start: ten 
of diamonds to the ace; ten of spades covered by queen, king and ace and... a second diamond. Declarer 
now cashed out – his promoted jack of spades being the ninth trick. Game made. 
Probably East should not have covered the ten of spades with the queen. Probably West should have 
found the heart switch (there was little other hope really). Well played declarer, though. 
One declarer, a Mr Zia Mahmood playing for the USA, tried perhaps an even better line. He reasoned 
that if he played a spade at trick two, the opponents would surely switch to the other major for honey: 
hearts. So instead (after winning the ten of diamonds with dummy’s ace), he tried a heart to the jack 
(key play). Maybe the opponents would switch to spades... 
I like it – and E-W fell for the bait. West won the ace of hearts and switched ace and another spade. 

Declarer’s ♠ KJ both scored and he chalked up an overtrick, to rub salt into the wound. Perhaps if East 
had played the queen of spades under West’s ace, West might have thought twice about playing his 
second spade (that queen must logically deny the king). But he didn’t. 
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 A Timeline to Improve Your Skills from Novice to Advanced 
 
 
As a beginner, understanding the importance of strategies and tips is the key to navigating the 
complexities of bridge and evolving into a confident player. Bridge is not merely a game of cards; it's a 
strategic dance where each move influences the outcome. From bidding tactics to adept cardplay, the 
nuances of bridge demand a thoughtful approach. 
 
Explore the intricacies of opening leads, finesses, and defensive maneuvers. Uncover the secrets of 
effective communication with your partner and master the art of bidding confidently. 
With each tip, discover how to turn challenges into opportunities and transform your bridge experience. 
So, let's embark on this journey together, where every piece of advice contributes to your growth as a 
skilled and strategic bridge player. 
 
Bridge Strategies for Success 
Bridge is game where every card played and every bid made unfolds a unique story of partnership 
coordination and tactical finesse. As a beginner, diving into proven strategies is the key to success.  
 
Counting Cards 
One fundamental strategy in bridge is the counting of points. As you witness cards played during the 
game, an astute player gains information about the distribution of the remaining cards in each suit. 
Keeping track of high-value cards allows you to make informed decisions, anticipate opponents' 
holdings, and position yourself advantageously during the play and defense. 
 
Effective Bidding 
Bidding is the heartbeat of bridge, and effective bidding strategies are pivotal to success. Begin by 
understanding your hand's strength, employing conventions to convey that information to your partner, 
and recognizing when to be aggressive and when to be conservative.  
 
Partnership Coordination 
In bridge, amicable partnerships are essential. Clear communication through bidding and signaling 
fosters a harmonious partnership. Develop conventions that suit your playing style, ensuring both you 
and your partner are on the same page. If you do this, you and your partners will be formidable. 
 
Balancing Risk and Reward 
Success in bridge often hinges on finding the delicate balance between risk and reward. While bidding 
aggressively can yield high rewards, it also poses potential pitfalls. Discerning when to bid boldly and 
when to exercise caution is an art that comes with experience. Calculated risks, paired with a keen 
understanding of the opponents' bidding patterns, contribute to strategic success. Having some idea of 
the state of a game or a match is essential to knowing when you need to take chances and when taking 
chances won’t hurt. 
 
Adaptability and Flexibility 
Bridge is a dynamic game, and successful players embrace adaptability. Recognize the evolving 
landscape of the hand and be prepared to adjust your strategy accordingly. Whether it's modifying your 
bidding plans or altering your cardplay based on new information, flexibility is a hallmark of a skilled 
bridge player. 

Continued on page 5 
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(Continued from page 4) Declarer Play 
As the declarer, plan your play carefully. Consider the opponents' potential distributions. 
Work on developing and promoting long suits in your hand.  
Pay attention to the timing of your plays. Delay drawing trumps if needed, and carefully manage entries 
to the dummy. Timing can significantly impact your ability to take tricks efficiently. 
 
Defensive Tactics 
As a defender, your opening lead can set the tone for the entire hand. Consider the bidding, your 
partner's signals, and the strength of your hand when choosing the opening lead. 
When necessary, lead trump to disrupt communication between the declarer and dummy, or to stop 
declarer from ruffing their losers. 
Counting cards and signaling effectively to your partner are crucial defensive tactics. Provide clear 
signals through your discards to aid your partner in making informed decisions. 
 
Effective Communication with Your Partner 
Establish Conventions: Develop conventions that suit your partnership style. Consistency in using 
conventions enhances communication and reduces the likelihood of misunderstandings. 
Encourage Open Communication: Foster an open channel of communication with your partner. Discuss 
your strategies, share insights, and be receptive to feedback. A partnership that communicates 
effectively is better equipped to face challenges. 
 
Continuous Learning 
Bridge is a game of continuous learning. Stay informed about new conventions, strategies, and trends in 
the bridge community. Attend workshops, read literature, and engage in discussions to broaden your 
knowledge. 
After each game, review and analyze the hands. Identify areas for improvement and learn from your 
mistakes. Seeking feedback from more experienced players can provide valuable insights. 
Elevating your bridge game requires a combination of strategic acumen, effective communication, and a 
commitment to continuous learning. Whether you find yourself as declarer or defender, implementing 
these expert tips will contribute to your growth as a skilled and confident bridge player.  
 
Understanding Bridge Tactics 
Let's explore three key tactical aspects of bridge gameplay: hand evaluation, preemptive bidding, and 
leading strategies. 
 
Hand Evaluation 
A crucial tactical skill in bridge is the ability to evaluate the potential of your hand. Utilize the point-
count system to assess high card points (HCP) and distribution. 
Consider factors such as the quality of your suits, the presence of long suits or voids, and the overall 
shape of your hand. 
A balanced hand with a well-distributed point count may lean towards a no-trump bid, while a hand 
with long suits and good trump support might favor suit contracts. The art of hand evaluation empowers 
you to make informed bidding decisions, setting the stage for strategic play. 
 
Preemptive Bidding 
Preemptive bidding is a tactical maneuver aimed at disrupting your opponents' bidding communication. 
Preempts up the auction and should take up as much as sanely possible of the opponents’ bidding 
space. That makes it hard for them to discern the proper level and strain. (Continued on page 6) 



Note: We are no longer snail mailing any issues of this 

newsletter. Snail mail has become cost prohibitive.  

The newsletters are available online only at the District 

13 website. 

To access the site and find the newsletters, go to: 

 

http://acbl-district13.org/ArticlesAndNewsletters.htm 

Newsletters at this address go back to 2001.  

You can read them, print them, and enjoy them from 

there. 

Page 6 I/N News … especially for you! 

 

(Continued from page 5) 
Leading Strategies 
As the opening leader, choosing the right card is a decision that can significantly impact the course of 
the hand. Consider the bidding, your hand's strength, and your knowledge of your partner's holdings. 
Leading from a sequence of high cards can establish control in a suit, while leading trump can impede 
the opponents' communication. 
 
When possible, lead through strength or lead to weaken a particular opponent's suit. A well-thought-out 
opening lead sets the tone for the entire hand, providing a tactical advantage to your side. 
Against suit contracts, a lead from shortness (a singleton or doubleton) can help you score a ruff if 
partner gains the lead. 
 
Strategies for Different Levels 
Novice players should focus on grasping the fundamentals – understanding basic rules, hand evaluation, 
and the art of following suit. Work on building solid partnerships. 
 
Intermediate players should explore preemptive bidding tactics, begin incorporating conventions such 
as Stayman and Blackwood to enhance communication and decision-making. As an intermediate player, 
absorb the lessons from every hand, learning from both victories and setbacks. 
 
For advanced players, a refined approach is paramount. Master tactical bids with precision, recognizing 
when to seize control and when to exercise restraint. Dive into advanced conventions like Roman Key 
Card and Michaels, Jacoby 2NT and Puppet Stayman, and transfers and forcing or semi-forcing NT to 
elevate your partnership's continued ability to assess and reassess your methods. Embrace the 
complexity of leading strategies and evolving hand dynamics. 
 
Regardless of skill level, the key to progression lies in continuous learning. Novice players build a solid 
foundation, intermediates refine their strategies, and advanced players embrace the intricacies. Engage 
in post-game analysis and seek mentorship to accelerate your growth. Embrace the challenges, 
celebrate the victories, and revel in the joy of evolving into a strategic and confident bridge player. 

It’s always wise 

To keep your 

eyes  

Upon the 

prize!! 
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(continued on page 8) 
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While seeing things 

Is quite a thrill 

When finessing 

It’s a skill! 

 

The queen could be 

On left or right. 

My crystal ball gives 

Great foresight! 
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Playing at Janie’s 

Is always a treat. 

She always has popcorn 

And brownies to eat! 

 

Her coffee is perfect. 

The game is great fun. 

We return home by dinner 

When playing is done! 

 
 

 

2024 WUMBA BRIDGE - WAUSAU SECTIONAL 
September 12 - 14, 2024 
Playing Site: 
Covenant Community Presbyterian Church 
1806 Weston Avenue, Schofield, WI 
DATE TIME EVENTS 
Thursday, Sept 12  
1:30 pm Open Pairs/Teams 
499er Pairs 
6:30 pm Open Pairs/Teams 
499er Pairs 
Friday, Sept. 13  
9:00 a.m. Open IMP Pairs 
499er Pairs 
1:30 pm Open Pairs/Teams 
499er Pairs 
7:00 pm Short Match Swiss 
499er Pairs 
Saturday, Sept 14  
9:00 am Swiss 1 Stratified Swiss Teams 
Two Single Sessions 
Buffet Lunch $10.00 
1:00 pm Swiss 2 Stratified Swiss Teams 
$ 10 per session ACBL Member  
$14 Unpaid ACBL Member  
Free: ACBL Members 0-5 Master Points 
Current ACBL Covid protocols will apply 
All Pair-Team events: Sign up as a pair or a team 
Open Stratified: 0 - 1000 1000 - 3000 3000+ 
499er Stratified by Director All Events Stratified by Average 
Chairperson Emalyn Nikstad 715-845-2012 emnikstad@gmail.com 
Partnership Bonnie Mealy 561-302-6403 bmealybug@charter.net 



Unit 123 Windy City Regional (new venue, same great competition!) 

White Eagle Banquets & Restaurant, 6839 N. Milwaukee Ave, Niles  (Chicago)  

Thursday June 27 

10 and 3 Open Pairs (stratified) 

Gold Rush Pairs (stratified) 

Friday June 28 

10 and 3 Open Pairs (stratified) 

Gold Rush Pairs (stratified) 

Saturday June 29 

10 and 3 Open Pairs (stratified) 

Gold Rush Pairs (stratified) 

Sunday June 30 

10 playthrough 

Open Swiss (stratified) 

Gold Rush Swiss (stratified) 

Open Stratification 0-2500/2500-5000/5000+ MP averaging 

Gold Rush stratification 0-200/200-400/400-750   

MP averaging but no player may be over 750 

 

Tournament Chair: Betsy Downs 

loverofbeagles@gmail.com 
 

Partnership Chair: Jan Churchwell 

jan8242@gmail.com 
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Stan Subeck Central States Regional 

White Eagle Banquets & Restaurant 

6839 N. Milwaukee Ave, Niles  (Chicago)  

 

 

Friday November 8 

10 and 3 Open Pairs (stratified) 

Gold Rush Pairs (stratified) 

 

Saturday November 9 

10 and 3 Open Pairs (stratified) 

Gold Rush Pairs (stratified) 

 

Sunday November 10 

10 and 3 Open Pairs (stratified) 

Gold Rush Pairs (stratified) 

 

Monday November 11 (Veteran’s Day) 

10 playthrough 

Open Swiss (stratified) 

Gold Rush Swiss (stratified) 

 

Open Stratification 0-2500/2500-5000/5000+ MP averaging 

Gold Rush stratification 0-200/200-400/400-750   

MP averaging but no player may be over 750 
 

Tournament Chair: Suzi Subeck 

stansubeck@prodigy.net 
 

Partnership Chair:  

TBD 
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