
Responding to Preempts 
 
When partner has opened at the three level - showing less than opening points and a good seven card 
suit, you should discount your queens and jacks outside his suit. You should expect to make a minimum 
of ten tricks (with his suit as trumps) if you have 12+ such “useful points” (UP’s), eleven tricks with 15+ 
UP’s and twelve tricks with 18+ UP’s. 
 

South Deals 
None Vul 

♠ A 8 5 3 

♥ A 7 

♦ A 4 

♣ Q 6 5 4 3 
 

♠ K Q 10 6 

♥ 5 3 

♦ Q 10 7 2 

♣ K J 8 
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♠ J 9 4 2 

♥ 10 2 

♦ K J 9 5 

♣ A 10 9 
 

  

♠ 7 

♥ K Q J 9 8 6 4 

♦ 8 6 3 

♣ 7 2 
 

West North East South 

      3 ♥ 

Pass 4 ♥ Pass Pass 

Pass    

 

North discounted his ♣ Q but still had 12 UP’s - enough to have a go for a ten trick contract. How should 

declarer plan the play in 4 ♥ on West’s opening lead of ♠ K? 
 

He could count nine easy tricks - seven trumps tricks, ♠ A and ♠ A. Can you spot the risk-free route to a 
tenth trick? 
 

It will come from trumping his third ♦ in dummy. Accordingly he must delay drawing trumps. He wins 

♠ A and immediately plays ♦ A and ♦ 4. East wins ♦ K and finds the best return of ♥ 2. 
 

Declarer plays ♥ 9, winning the trick, and now leads ♦ 8, trumping it with ♥ A (this is his crucial extra 

trick). He trumps ♠ 3, draws the two outstanding trumps and loses two ♣ tricks at the end. 4 ♥ bid and 
made. 
 
ANDREW’S TIP: Discount queens and jacks outside trumps when responding to a preempt. 
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He’s coming back. 

The snacks are yummy. 

He wishes we’d all stop 

Calling him “dummy!” 

https://www.andrewrobsonbridgecast.com/
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Hand Shapes 
Hand distributions fall into four categories. Here are three of them: 

1. Balanced. 4432, 4333, 5332. 
2. Single-suited. e.g. 6322, 7321. 
3. Two-suited. e.g. 5431, 5521. 
4. Three-suited.4441 

Note that some shapes - 6-4s - belong to both (2) and (3). 
There is no right or wrong way to treat this awkward shape (mercifully only the tenth most frequent). 
One approach is to open using the normal rules (i.e. higher ranking, but choosing hearts before spades 
when 4-4). Another is to open the “suit below the singleton” (preparing yourself for partner’s most likely 
response); or even opening your lowest-ranked suit (to keep things cheap). I’ll make a more formal 
suggestion next deal. 
One thing is for sure. A 4441 shape is more suited to defence than play - you know that no suit will split 
well for an opposing declarer. So why not pass a marginal opener? 

South Deals 
Both Vul 

♠ K J 9 6 3 

♥ J 7 4 

♦ 10 9 7 

♣ Q 8 
 

♠ 8 2 

♥ 9 6 5 3 

♦ A Q 

♣ A K J 10 6 
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♠ A 10 7 5 4 

♥ K 8 

♦ 8 6 4 3 

♣ 7 3 
  

  

♠ Q 

♥ A Q 10 2 

♦ K J 5 2 

♣ 9 5 4 2 
 

West North East South 

      1 ♥1 

2 ♣ 2 ♥ All pass   

1. Mistake. Devalue ♠ Q and is it really 
right to open this defensive collection? 

What happened 

West cashed ♣ A against 2 ♥. East signalled encouragement with ♣ 7, so West continued with ♣ K and 

♣ 10. East overtrumped dummy’s ♥ 7 with ♥ 8 and switched to ♦ 8. West won ♦ AQ and followed with 

♣ J. Declarer trumped with dummy’s ♥ J (not best on the layout) and East overtrumped with ♥ K. He led 

♦ 6, trumped by West, received ♠ 8 return to his ♠ A, then led ♦ 4. West trumped with ♥ 5 - too high for 
dummy - and the vulnerable part-score was down four. 
What should have happened 

E-W would have had tough decisions if South passes as dealer. West will likely open 1 ♣ and East will 

respond 1 ♠, all of West's rebids are compromised (1NT / 2 ♣ / 2 ♥ ) - You can see E-W getting in a 

mess..... They might escape if they stop low(1 NT, 2 ♣). More likely, they would get overboard. 
If you remember just one thing... 
Do not open a 12 point 4441. 
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Always glad to have an ace. 

It keeps opponents in their 

place! 
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Skillful play at the world’s oldest Bridge Club 
You know how sometimes you are sure that an opponent has played their only card in a suit. It’s a feel 
thing – a sixth sense. My friend David Barker had just such a feel on this deal from a deal at London’s 
Portland Club, believed to be the oldest Bridge Club in the world. 
  

Rubber 
North Deals 
None Vul 

♠ 9 3 

♥ Q 6 2 

♦ K Q 10 4 

♣ A J 6 2 
 

♠ J 

♥ A 9 8 4 

♦ 9 8 7 

♣ Q 10 8 5 3 
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♠ K 10 7 6 

♥ K J 10 5 

♦ J 5 2 

♣ 9 4 
  

  

♠ A Q 8 5 4 2 

♥ 7 3 

♦ A 6 3 

♣ K 7 
 

West North East South 

      Barker 

  1 N Pass 4 ♠ 

Pass Pass Pass   

West began with the HA v 4♠ [hardly a classic choice, but Portland Club defensive style tends to be of 
the fast-attacking variety, not the slow passive approach favored at Duplicate Pairs]. The tall dummy 
tabled his assets with the words, “sorry partner, worst spade holding and minimum point count”. 
 

East encouraged the lead by playing the jack, so West continued with a second heart, East winning the 
ten and leading the king, declarer ruffing low. 
 

At trick four declarer laid down the SA, in case something interesting happened [see only low cards and I 
imagine he’d have crossed to dummy to lead towards his queen]. He noted the fall of West’s jack with 
great interest and his sixth sense told him it was singleton. That being the case a Trump Coup would be 

necessary to pick up East’s remaining ♠K107. 
 

Declarer found the only way home. He cashed the king of clubs then led a club to the jack, a seemingly 
unnecessary risk, but it fact it was essential. He next led dummy’s S9. 
 

East chose to rise with the king (it didn’t matter) and found the best return of a diamond (a heart would 
help declarer in the trump shortening process), whilst a trump would give declarer the free finesse he 
needed. Winning the diamond in dummy, declarer led the six of clubs for the necessary trump 
shortening ruff (East throwing a diamond – best). Declarer led a low diamond back to dummy and now 
advanced the ace of clubs. 
 

If East, holding ♠107 and ♥5, ruffed, declarer, holding ♠Q8 and ♦A, could overruff, draw East’s other 
trump and cash the diamond. When East chose to discard, declarer could throw the diamond and “coup” 

East’s trumps, holding ♠Q8 over East’s ♠107. 10 tricks and game made. 
 

“Wow. Well played, partner”, said a hugely impressed and delighted dummy. 
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First Name Last Name New Rank 
Barbara Best Junior Master 

Paul Duggan Junior Master 

Scott Freer Junior Master 

Wells Guan Junior Master 

Richard Haas Junior Master 

Karen Halverson Junior Master 

Myrna Hannemann Junior Master 

Sherry McAllister Junior Master 

Joan McDonagh Junior Master 

Sharon Mitchell Junior Master 

Dennis Robinson Junior Master 

Jennifer Stearns Junior Master 

Desiree Tucker-Sorini Junior Master 

Sue Workman Junior Master 

Gary Brammer Club Master 

Rose Christensen Club Master 

Mary Kruger Club Master 

Keith Murie Club Master 

Michael Nash Club Master 

Michael Nigro Club Master 

Barbara Wycisk Club Master 

Arnold Grant Sectional Master 

Nancy Grobarek Sectional Master 

Bradley Joselit Sectional Master 

Jack Lattner Sectional Master 

Patricia Miller Sectional Master 

Donald Dahlgren Regional Master 

David Faulkner Regional Master 

Sarah Goodrich-Baird Regional Master 

Lonnie Kepley Regional Master 

Virginia Majauskas Regional Master 

Sadaf Quas Regional Master 

Dennis Shea Regional Master 

Lewis Sita Regional Master 

Brian Ruggiero NABC Master 

Chris Veeneman NABC Master 

Juliet(Jill) Bergner Life Master 

Ben Fisk Life Master 

Barbara Bebee Bronze Life Master 

Mark Stein Gold Life Master 

Marvin Zehnder Gold Life Master 

Jon Sorkin Sapphire Life Master 

Jeroen                   Swinkels               Sapphire Life Master 

Checklist: 

Cards 

Score Pad 

Pencils 

Scorecards 

SNACKS 

DRINKS 
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When you're a defender: Lead attacking combinations -- suits with touching honors such as QJ10x, KQx, 
AKxx, J109x. Lead the top of an honor sequence.  
Don't lead unsupported aces (Ax, Axx, Axxx) unless it's the suit partner has bid.  
When in doubt about what to lead, lead the fourth-best card in your longest suit. Leading from length is 
the "standard" lead to a notrump contract, and it's often the safest lead to a suit contract.  
Count cards and points as you play. Use clues from the bidding, the opening lead and the play to try to 
come up with a mental picture of partner's or declarer's hand.  
Think ahead, and be ready for critical plays. Indecision will often tell declarer what you hold in a suit, so 
try to decide in advance which card you'll play when declarer leads a suit toward or from dummy.  
Use defensive signals to help partner during the play:  

 When discarding or following suit, signal with the highest card you can afford in a suit you want 
partner to lead (play the 8 from AQ872). Play a low card if you have no interest in the suit (play 
the 4 from 954). 

 When following suit, use count signals to help partner figure out how many cards you hold in the 
suit. Playing high-low in a suit tells partner you have an even number of cards. Playing low, then 
high shows an odd number of cards. 

 
When you're bidding: Always search for a major-suit fit if one is possible, even if you've already found a 
fit in a minor suit. If you have a 4-card major you can show at the one-level, always bid it.  
Consider playing 3NT instead of 5C of 5D when you have the strength for game, but your only fit is in a 
minor suit.  
Keep the bidding simple. If you have a fit for partner's major, always raise.  
If you have a fit for partner's suit, "stretch" to raise, especially in a competitive auction. If you have extra 
trumps (one more than you need for an 8-card fit), feel free to compete to the 3-level if the opponents 
bid over your 2-level partscore.  
Stay low on misfits.  When you have a minimum without support for partner and he doesn't show 
support for your suit, stop bidding as soon as possible. Unless you have game-going strength, don't bid 
higher just to show yet another suit and don't bid 2NT. Your goal is to stop in a reasonable contract, not a 
perfect one.  
If you have length in the suit the opponent opened and are in doubt about what to bid, just pass, even 
when you have opening-bid strength. Don't show your problem by thinking too long about what to do.  
Always assume partner has minimum point-count until he tells you otherwise. A minimum range is 12-
15 points for the opening bidder, 6-10 points for responder.  
If you have a minimum hand (13-15 points for opener, 6-10 points for responder), keep the bidding low 
until you find a fit. Don't bid past the one-level unless:  

 You're raising partner's suit  (1H-2H,  1D-1H-1S-2S).  
 You're rebidding your own long suit  (1C-1H-2C,  1D-1S-1NT-2S). 
 You're bidding a second suit that's lower in rank than your first suit (1D-1S-2C,  1S-1NT-2H). 

There are two types of bids that pinpoint your point-count range -- any notrump bid and any bid of an 
"old" suit (one that you or partner have bid previously in the auction). If you're making any of these bids, 
be sure you show your point count by making the bid at the proper level:  

 If you know you have 25+ combined points, jump to game in your suit or notrump. Don't give 
partner a chance to pass below game level. 

 If you have an invitational hand (16-18 playing points if you're opener; 10-12 points if you're 
responder) and you think you and partner might have 25+ points, make your bid one level 
higher than necessary. This usually means you'll freely take the auction to 2NT or 3 of a suit  (1D-
1S-1NT-2NT, 1D-1H-2C-2NT,  1C-1S-3S,  1H-1NT-3H  ). 

 If you have minimum strength, show it by making your bid at the lowest level available. 

Continued on page 10, column on the left 



Note: We are no longer snail mailing any issues of this newsletter. 

Snail mail has become cost prohibitive.  

The newsletters are available online only at the District 13 website. 

To access the site and find the newsletters, go to: 

 

http://acbl-district13.org/ArticlesAndNewsletters.htm 

Newsletters at this address go back to 2001.  

You can read them, print them, and enjoy them from there. 
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The powers said 

To lead a spade 

So that’s exactly 

What I played! 

When you're declarer: 
Don't play to the first trick too quickly. 
Force yourself to stop and think when 
dummy comes down. Look ahead and 
plan your play to at least the next few 
tricks. 
 
Concentrate on the opening lead for a 
few seconds so you'll remember it later. 
Decide what it tells you about the 
leader's length or strength in that suit. 
 
Mentally review the bidding. If one of 
your opponents has bid, try to come up 
with a general picture of his point-count 
and his length in the suit bid. 
For most suit contracts, your general 
plan should be: 
 
1 - Count your losers. Decide which ones 
can be disposed of or turned into winners 
(by trumping, by finessing or by 
discarding them on a side suit). 
 
2 - Double check by counting your 
winners. Look at each suit and estimate 
how many tricks it offers -- top tricks and 
tricks that will be good after you establish 
the suit.  
 
3 - If your plan calls for trumping one or 
more of your losers in the short-trump 
hand (usually dummy), do that before 
you lead trumps -- even if you have to 
give up tricks to set up the trumping 
position. 
 
4 - Next, lead trumps, counting as the 
opponents follow to each trick. Pulling 
trumps will usually be your best plan if 
you have good honor strength and/or 
length in one or more of the outside 
suits. 
 
5 - After you've collected all the 
opponents' trumps, lead your longest 
side suit. Give up your losers early. 
 
6 - Last, cash honors in your short suits. 
 

Karen Walker is a National Champion who lives in 
Champaign, Illinois. She is the editor of the D8 
newsletter and the chairman of the annual Champaign 
Regional. She is both a bridge teacher and writer. 
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White Eagle Banquets & Restaurant 

6839 N. Milwaukee Avenue 

Niles, IL  

 

Gold Rush Pairs every day! 

Stratified Pairs, Imp Pairs, Open Swiss, Fast Pairs 
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We’re playing our “hearts” out … 

At home not the “club”… 

It’s quiet and peaceful, 

And we like the “grub!” 


